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 News & Notes...    

Make sure to circle February 9 on next year’s calendar so you won’t miss the 4th Annual Boots ‘n 

Books concert, one of Amador County’s go

-to events. Tickets for the popular concert 

go on sale December 1. 

Back by popular demand and al-

ways a sell-out, award-winning Western 

singer and songwriter Dave Stamey will 

appear in the fundraiser on Sunday, Febru-

ary 9, 2014, 3:00  p.m. at Calvary Chapel, 

18400 Ridge Road, Pine Grove.  Doors 

open at 2:30 p.m. 

Stamey twice has been voted Enter-

tainer of the Year, three times Male Per-

former of the Year and twice Songwriter of 

the Year by the Western Music Association.  

He also received the Will Rogers Award 

from the Academy of Western Artists. His 

previous appearance in the first Boots ‘n 

Books was a big hit.   

In addition to Stamey’s humorous stories and popular songs, the concert will feature a raffle for some 

exciting prizes, including a stay at a Lake Tahoe condo. Refreshments will be served. Tickets are $20 in ad-

vance and $25 at the door (if available).  Tickets can be purchased at Hein & Company, 204 Main Street, 

Jackson and by mail at P.O. Box 701, Jackson, CA 95642 from December 1, 2013. The concert has sold out quick-

ly in past years, so get your tickets early. 

Popular Dave Stamey Returns to Amador County 

Starring in 2014 Boots ‘n Books Concert 

Here’s what folks are saying about Stamey: 

“It’s phenomenal to see one man develop that kind of relationship with his listener. 

He stands shoulder to shoulder with  top performers in the industry.”                         

—Frank Wolking, Wet Mountain Festival,  Westcliffe, CO 

“Dave Stamey is one of the best Western songwriters alive today...He never fails to 

engage his audience and take them on a rewarding journey through the panorama 

of the West.”  —Mike Fleming, Director, Santa Clarita Cowboy Festival. 

Boots ‘n Books 
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A Message from the  Board President  
Sandra Sullivan 

A Special Thanks  
to Special Donors 

 

 FACL could not  do what it does without the in-
credible financial and other support from the community.  

 The generosity of the following  donors has made a 
tremendous difference in our ability to support the Amador 
County Library 

               FINANCIAL DONATIONS 

Lynne Brumit 
 Terri Works (Adopt-A-Book) 
 Rosalie Escamilla 
 Cecily Wait 
 Ruth Sanders 

Sandy Drewski 
Linda Fjelheim 
Bryan Geerdes 
Carol Geerdes 
Harold Geerdes 
Kathryn Mellema 
Mother Lode Printing 
Jackson Rancheria 
Donald & Marilyn Hill 
Anonymous 

 

  

 

 

 
         As the Holiday Season approaches I wanted to take this opportunity to 

thank everyone who volunteered their time and energy for our recent book 

sale, making our November book sale a huge success.  Without your help we 

could not be as successful in raising funds to support our library. Special 

thanks to Umpqua Bank for the yummy hot dogs they donated on members’ 

night, and to the Pine Grove Conservation Camp team who hauled all our 

books from the storage unit to the sale. Please mark your calendars for our 

Spring Book Sale scheduled for April 4-6, 2014 at the American Legion Hall. 

Before you know it, the new year will arrive and with it our annual Boot’s ‘n 

Books event on February 9.  Once again, Dave Stamey will be our guest entertainer.  To accommodate a larger audience our 

event will be at held the Calvary Chapel off of Ridge Road in Pine Grove.  Tickets go on sale December 1, so mark your cal-

endar to ensure that you can get yours before they are gone.   

Just an FYI, we are developing our next fund raising project and anticipate launching it in next spring.  Stay tuned 

for more details on how you can help us with this project and continue to support our library and keep it a great place for 

everyone.   

Have you ever thought about becoming more active with the Friends?  If so, we are always looking for people inter-

ested in serving on our board as well as volunteering for or heading up special projects during the year.  Let us know if you 

are interested in becoming more active.  At this time we are especially looking for someone interested in working on public-

ity for the Friends.  Do you have a background in this area?  If so, we would love to hear from you.  Just contact any board 

member and we will give you more information. 

Enjoy every moment of the holiday season with family and friends. 

Steve Armstrong 

Dan & Pat Asvitt 

Sheila Bonito 

Alan & Cindy Coon 

Jeannine & Patrick Crew 

Gladys Crichton 

Wayne Fenner 

Terry Hampton 

Nancy & James Jones 

John Lafferty 

Linda Mason 

Clementine McCarthy 

Tom & Sara Ringlein 

Terri Schneider 

Stephanie Sherman 

Shirley Wayne Holland 

Josette Tanner 

Joan Tarr 

Holly Wade 

Barbara Wart 

FACL Welcomes New Members 

We are pleased to welcome the following individuals to 

membership in the Friends of the Amador County Li-

brary. We hope you will enjoy our work as we support 

one of  the county’s most important resources.   
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The Library Corner…. Notes from Librarian Laura Einstadter 

If you have visited the main library over the past month, you will have noticed that it has been a little cooler in-

side. A new heating and cooling system is in the process of being installed, after the old one finally gave out. Once the 

new, more efficient system is up and running, we hope the library will once again be a comfortable, relaxing place to 

read a good book or catch up with friends. 

The Little Library grant project is moving right along. We hope to de-

ploy the four Little Libraries over the next several weeks. They will be placed in 

the following locations: River Pines, Volcano, Pioneer (Buckhorn) and Lake Ca-

manche. Each library will have a collection of 30-40 books for individuals in the 

respective communities to borrow, share, read and exchange. 

Don’t forget to visit the branch libraries located in Ione, Plymouth, Pine 

Grove and Pioneer. Although the collections are small, each library offers the 

same services found at the main library in Jackson. The library also offers ser-

vices online through the library webpage, www.amadorgov.org/library. There 

you will find a link to the catalog, your library account, downloadable e-books, 

information about the library, and helpful links to a variety of electronic re-

sources. 

The holidays are just around the corner and some of you might be 

thinking of unique gifts to purchase for your family and friends. The Friends of 

Amador County Library offer a wonderful “Adopt-A-Book” program which is a great way to honor a special someone 

and support the library. An investment of $25 will go a long way to purchase books and recognize an individual in your 

life. 

The staff of the Amador County Library wish you and yours a wonderful joyous holiday season. 

          
 
On Thursday, October 24 more than 30 children enjoyed the library’s regular Storytime by 

the Letters.  The regular Storytime attendees were joined by children from Web of Life, a 

local child care center. They had been studying the letters  “F, G and H” 

so the story time theme was “Fall, Ghosts and Harvest.”  The children 

all listened closely and joined in reading a number of books on these 

themes.  Then they made a craft which featured a hanging ghost and 

leaf.  They were also able to take home ghost bookmarks and coloring 

pages on the same themes.  

At Storytime, children sing, listen to books and do a craft based 

on a common theme. It is a fun time for the kids and for adults who 

seem to enjoy helping their children/grandchildren make the crafts.    

Storytime takes place every Thursday at 10:30 a.m. at the Jack-

son Library. There is also a Storytime in Ione on Mondays at 10:00 a.m. 

 The library welcomes any parents and children who’d like join 

in to hear a fun story and make some interesting crafts. 

 

Storytime Draws a Crowd to the Library  
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Wait Till Next Year is a charming 

memoir by Doris Kearns Goodwin.  In 

her ever-entertaining voice she tells 

about her childhood growing up in a New 

York suburb as a devoted Brooklyn 

Dodger fan.  But you don’t have to be a 

baseball fan to enjoy this book.  As we 

hear about her family and friends from when she was age 6 

- 15, we get to share tales of a close-knit neighborhood 

where the first TVs are strong, unifying entities.   

We also read about a strong community and how 

major historical events, as well as the travails of the Dodg-

ers, were experienced by real people.  This is one of Good-

win’s many strong points - the ability to tell history as if it 

were a story about real people - which of course it is.  Many 

of us have enjoyed learning more about Lincoln in Team 

of Rivals, and Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt in No Or-

dinary Time, through her expert historical writing.   

I personally look forward to learning more about 

Theodore Roosevelt in Goodwin’s newest book, The Bully 

Pulpit.  However, if you like reading about post World War 

II life, and even better if you’re a baseball fan, you’ll love 

Wait Till Next Year. ……..from Janie Brown 

 

***** 

 

The Circle by Dave Eggers - young Mae gets a job at TruY-

ou, the world’s largest Internet company - think Google, 

Facebook and PayPal all rolled into one. The company 

doesn’t just facilitate the social network, it also plans to end 

crime, improve health care, and end 

government corruption worldwide. As 

the company slogan moves from 

“Sharing is Caring” to “Privacy is Theft”, 

Mae faces some hard choices. The book 

is great even if I did have a stomach 

ache by the end. You may never use Fa-

cebook again! …..from Terri Works  

Note: I used the library’s new Zip-ILL program to receive The 

Circle by Dave Eggers.    That’s neat because it’s on the NYT best 

seller list but was not one that our library was going to buy - and 

now it’s being added to the collection. TW 

 

 

 

 

Tahoe Chase by Todd Borg is his eleventh book. In each 

book the story becomes more intricate. Tahoe Chase keeps 

you interested throughout the book. The twists and turns of 

the story culminate in an exciting ending which will keep 

you guessing till the end.  Here is the summary of the book 

from Todd's website: 

 "TAHOE CHASE is about a young French wom-

an named Simone Bonnaire whose sadistic boyfriend 

abuses her. Simone's only friend is Cynthia Rorvik, an old-

er woman who provides comfort. 

When Cynthia falls from her deck and ends up in a 

coma, her 92-year-old, former Olympic ski racer husband 

Joe Rorvik calls Tahoe Detective Owen McKenna and asks 

him to investigate. McKenna discovers a string of deaths 

that look like accidents. All of the victims opposed a new, 

proposed ski resort development in Tahoe.”    From Laura 

Einstadter  

***** 

I think the Amazon.com review of The Gold-
finch by Donna Tartt accurately captures 
one of the most exciting books I’ve read in 
years…..from Kati Corsaut 

“Composed with the skills of a master, 

The Goldfinch is a haunted odyssey 

through present day America and a dra-

ma of enthralling force and acuity. It be-

gins with a boy. Theo Decker, a thirteen-year-old New 

Yorker, miraculously survives an accident that kills his 

mother. Abandoned by his father, Theo is taken in by the 

family of a wealthy friend. Bewildered by his strange new 

home on Park Avenue, disturbed by schoolmates who don't 

know how to talk to him, and tormented above all by his 

unbearable longing for his mother, he clings to one thing 

that reminds him of her: a small, mysteriously captivating 

painting. The Goldfinch is a novel of shocking narrative 

energy and power. It combines unforgettably vivid charac-

ters, mesmerizing language, and breathtaking suspense, 

while plumbing with a philosopher's calm the deepest mys-

teries of love, identity, and art. It is a beautiful, stay-up-all-

night and tell-all-your-friends triumph, an old-fashioned 

story of loss and obsession, survival and self-invention, and 

the ruthless machinations of fate, that ultimately draws 

Theo into the underworld of art.” Courtesy of Amazon.com  

 

The Board Recommends……. 

Like most FACL members, board members are “book people.” We all read a lot and have 
more books than we can ever find time to read. So we’ve asked the board to share their latest 
books, with a few words of review.   
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 Something in the air made this book sale really 
special. It was so relaxed. The tables looked so fresh 
and neat.  We incorporated virtually all of our boxes of 
books on the tables—pulling out volumes from the 
boxes to fill the gaps left by eager buyers.  
 

Friday night, members' night, is always highly 
anticipated by members and they were lining up, 
chomping at the bit, at both doors with their bags over 
their arms, eager to get in and get shopping. The hot 

dogs, along with drinks and chips, were extra incen-
tive, but it's the great books at bargain prices that real-
ly entice these book lovers. We want to thank Umpqua 
bank for their enthusiastic contributions every year.  

 
So many people mentioned they buy their quo-

ta of books on Friday night, read them within the six 
months between sales and return them to be sold 
again. So it's true recycling and very "green.” People 
are just delighted with their multiple bags of 
books. One of our best customers, a former teach-
er, bought multiple historical sets for his history 
teacher son. Where can you get all of that kind of 
teaching material for $10 a set?  

 
 One person who makes our sales run so smooth-

ly is our volunteer coordinator, Janet Caccia, who also 
organizes refreshments. With her positive, happy de-
meanor, she contacts and lines up about 70 people to 
fill all the different jobs with volunteers. She has de-
veloped an intricate scheduling system and organiz-
es it all down to the gnat's eyelash. 

I think many sale-goers come to see their friends 
and to be with other book lovers. There is a nice, com-
fortable, convivial atmosphere, with customers shar-
ing recommendations with other buyers.    

This year featured a number of beautiful “coffee 
table” books, once too expensive but now within reach 
of many.  Several customers mentioned they were 

Christmas shopping. The bestselling genres, as always, 
were the fiction selections, including the ever-favorite 
mysteries. This year we had a good number of teen 
books as well.  Kids scooped up the children's books 
with help from their parents, elementary school teach-
ers and grandparents.   

Seems the FACL book sales offer an outstanding 
variety of books, with something for everyone. 

                           *** 

 

A special round of 
applause for all the young 
men from the Pine  Grove 
Conservation Camp who 
helped load and unload the 
dozens of boxes of books. We 
couldn’t have the sale with-
out their help. 

       

Fall Book Sale Something “Special” 

Book Sale Co-chair Lacey Bartich, who shares the job with Terri Works, found this year’s book sale a suc-

cess in more ways than one. While it was a financial hit, it proved to be much more to everyone lucky enough to 

attend. 
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FACL Looking for Volunteers: We’re looking for a 

volunteer with marketing and PR experience who would like to 

help us publicize our book sales and various other fund rais-

ing  activities. Our newsletter editor would also like some help 

gathering articles and using Publisher software for our quarterly 

newsletter, “News & Notes.” Computer skills are a must for both 

jobs; desktop publishing, writing  and computer graphics are 

necessary for the newsletter and helpful in publicity and market-

ing. If you have a knack for copy writing and marketing, and are 

willing to donate a few hours a month, please contact us through 

our website www.friendsoftheamadorcountylibrary.org.   Or 

email us at www.friendsoftheaclibrary@gmail.com. 

***** 

Notes and Briefs…… 

 
The Friends of the Amador County Library 
(FACL) was formed in 1974 to support the 
Amador County Library. The Friends is a 
registered 501©3 non-profit group which 
means your donations are tax-deductible. 
 
A membership in the Friends provides finan-
cial support to the library. Fund-raising ac-
tivities include book sales twice a year and 
other special events. The Friends also active-
ly promote gift-giving such as memorials, 
estate sales, donations, and group contribu-
tions. 
 
FACL publishes a quarterly newsletter, 
“News & Notes,” for its members. And as an 
added bonus, the first night of each book 
sale is reserved for members only. 
 
Members of Friends get involved by organiz-
ing fund-raising events and assisting with 
the book sales. Over the years, the organiza-
tion has contributed many thousands of dol-
lars worth of books and equipment to the 
Amador County Library. 
 
For just a few dollars, you can enjoy mem-
ber’s privileges and know that you are help-
ing to support one of the county’s most valu-
able resources. 

Annual dues are as follows: 

Individual $10 

Family  $15 

Sustaining $25 

Life  $200 

Organization $50 

For more information about Friends of the 

Amador County Library, please go to  

www.friendsoftheamadorcountylibrary.org 

or inquire at any of the library’s five branch-

es.  

If you have an item of interest for members of the Friends 

of the Amador County Library that you’d like included in 

the next Notes and Briefs…., please send it to friend-

softheaclibrary@gmail.com, attention Kati Corsaut, Edi-

tor, News & Notes, or write her at FACL, PO Box 701, Jack-

son CA 95642. 

“If this nation is to be wise as well as strong, if we are 

to achieve our destiny, then we need more new ideas 

for more wise men reading more good books in more 

public libraries. These libraries should be open to 

all—except the censor. We must know all the facts 

and hear all the alternatives and listen to all the 

criticisms. Let us welcome controversial books and 

controversial authors. For the Bill of Rights is the 

guardian of our security as well as our liberty.”  

― John F. Kennedy  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3047.John_F_Kennedy
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After a career in journalism and public affairs, Kati Corsaut 

and her husband Alan Jones moved to Amador County in 

2001. They had spent the previous two years travelling around 

the United States and Canada in their RV, but when the state 

called Kati to come head up the state’s Joint Information Cen-

ter following 9/11, the couple decided to settle in Amador. 

An inveterate book lover, Corsaut joined the Friends and began 

to patronize the book 

sales. It was at one of 

these sales that board 

president Susan Staggs 

convinced Corsaut to con-

sider publishing the 

group’s newsletter, “News 

& Notes.” 

“I enjoy writing the newsletter and doing what I can to support 

the Friends’ fund-raising efforts,” Corsaut says. “But helping 

with the book drives and biennial book sales top my list of fa-

vorite things to do.”                 ***** 

Elaine Sommer and her husband moved to Amador County 

in 1999 after living in New England and the Bay Area. In Bos-

ton, Elaine worked in sales management in the cellular tele-

phone industry before moving to the Bay Area where she con-

tinued to work in sales and quality control.  Their plan was to 

use their “gold country home” as a weekend getaway and vaca-

tion home prior to retirement. Once they were here full time, 

Elaine found herself patronizing 

the library. 

FACL president Susan Staggs 

recruited her friend to the Board 

in 2009 where she has managed 

the group’s marketing opera-

tions.  

“I enjoy being involved with a 

talented and committed board, one that is making a difference 

with one of our greatest community resources,” Elaine says. 

She is also interested in growing the organization’s member-

ship and donations while increasing its visibility in the com-

munity. 

***** 

A native Texan, Janie Brown and husband Larry moved here 

27 years ago. A former English/German teacher in Texas, she 

taught in Amador County schools for 21 years, spending 15 

years teaching 2nd graders at Sutter Creek Primary. Her early 

involvement with FACL was, as she calls it, “passive” as she 

explored her love of books and libraries. Board member Helen 

Bierce recruited Janie to work on the book sale, and when she 

retired  (?? Years ago) she was asked to join the Board. 

Janie served as FACL president from 20011-2013, heading up 

the organization as it expanded its 

fundraising efforts to meet in-

creasing needs within the library. 

But  she would like to involve 

more FACL members in the fund-

raising various tasks. “I think we 

have a lot of willing volunteers 

who have talents to share with 

FACL. 

“I love working with the smart, 

creative people who willingly devote time and energy to help-

ing the library,” Janie says. “I get a lot of satisfaction helping 

the library and making it possible for the library to provide 

such a wide range of services to the community.” 

***** 

If you’ve ever looked across the room at one of FACL’s book 

sales, and marveled at all the hard work it took to sort, organ-

ize and display all those thousands of books, you need look no 

farther than FACL board member Helen Bierce. Helen’s do-

main includes the group’s book storage facility behind the old 

Jackson courthouse, where she personally sorts every book 

donated to FACL. Helen first lived in Sutter Creek in the 1970s, 

when she served on the FACL board for three years. After a 

brief hiatus in the Bay Area, Helen returned to Amador county 

and her spot on the board in 2005. She has been actively man-

aging all those books since then. 

“There is no place I like better than 

being around books,” Helen says. “It 

fills me with wonder to step into the 

library and see all the different worlds 

one can enter by delving into books, 

whether reading or audio.” 

Amador County book lovers all benefit 

from Helen’s enthusiasm and incredi-

ble organizational and literary exper-

tise.  

Thanks, Helen, for all you do to make our book sales so ex-

traordinary. 

Meet Your FACL Board Members  

The Friends Board of Directors is comprised of ten or more committed “Friends” who serve without pay  
to manage the group’s major fund raising events: the two annual book sales; the Boots ‘n Books concert; and 
sales tables at the  local farmers’ markets. 
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Friends of Amador 
County Library Board 

of Directors 

 

Sandra Sullivan, President 

Terri Works, Vice President 

Gail Smyth, Secretary 

Bonnie Toy, Treasurer 

Ruth Miller, Membership 

Kati Corsaut, Editor, News &            
Notes 

Lacey Bartich 

Helen Bierce 

Janie Brown 

Janet Caccia 

Elaine Sommer 

 

Ex-Officio Member 

Laura Einstadter, Librarian 

 

P.O. Box 701 

Jackson, CA 95642 

www.friendsoftheamadorcountylibrary.org 

 

 

Event Date and Time Location 

Storytime  Thursday, Sept.-May 

10:30-11 a.m. 

Main Library (Jackson) 

Ione Storytime Every Monday,          

10 –10:30 a.m. 

Ione branch 

Pioneer Book Club 2nd Thursday             

11 a.m. 

Pioneer branch 

Plymouth Book Club 1st Thursday, 
6:30—7:30 p.m. 

Plymouth branch 

BookEnds Book Club 4th Wednesday     

5:30 p.m. 

Main Library 

Just Knits 2nd Monday        

10:30 a.m.                  

Main Library 

Friends of the Amador 

County Library Board 

3rd Tuesday                 

9 a.m. 

County GSA building 

Conference Room 

Boots ‘n Books Concert Sundays 
February 9, 2014   
3 p.m. 

Calvary Chapel, 18400 

Ridge Road, Pine Grove 

   

Important Dates to Remember 


